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Has Kirklees Council
reneged on a promise to

allocate £500k for
Dewsbury Cemetery?

Campaigners have raised concerns
after Kirklees Council’s cabinet has
seemingly reneged on a promise to
approve £500,000 for the development
of an additional multi faith burial area in
Dewsbury.

Campaigners at the Dewsbury cemetery
action group, which consists of Imam’s,
vicars, funeral directors and a plethora of
professionals had initially raised concerns
that Dewsbury cemetery was running out

of space. After much lobbying, the council
agreed to provide a new burial area which
would “bring certainty to all communities
that there is provision for loved ones”, after
compelling evidence showcasing space at
Dewsbury Cemetery - which is used by all
faiths within the community — would no
longer have any burial space left.

The council identified two potentially
suitable sites. Further investigation was
set to take place in order to ultimately

determine suitability. The burial space was
set to open in 2025, when it is envisaged,
existing land will no longer be available.

The council released a statement which
read: “The council’s bereavement services
are continually developing capacity and
services to residents from all faiths and no
faith, and we will continue to work with
the multi-faith Bereavement Forum on our
long-term planning.




Concerns about burial

space in Dewsbury Cemetery

“The construction of a new burial
ground is needed to ensure the council
is able to continue to provide and meet
burial needs within the Dewsbury area for
its residents and communities for years
to come.

“The additional spaces will bring
certainty to all communities that there is
provision for loved ones, and a facility that
respects cultural and religious values and
requirements.”

However, Mohammed Javed, chair of
Dewsbury Cemetery Action  Group,
lambasted the Council for “wavering
on their £500k commitment,” whilst
insisting the Council is devoid of any
strategy and commitment.

He said: “We’re back where we started
with multi faith burial land in Dewsbury.
The new Council leader and the council
as a whole are wavering on their £500k
commitment to Dewsbury burial land and
looking to siphon it off for Huddersfield
and other areas, Dewsbury once again is
on the verge of losing out.

“The mulu faith communities are once
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again left in the air with no clear plan
for the residents of Dewsbury, but this
will have a knock on effect on Batley and
Heckmondwike residents to.”

Mr Javed alluded to a recent cabinet
exchange, where the leader, Councillor
Carole Pattison refused to commit to
committing the money for the burial site.

“As can be seen by the recent cabinet
exchange the leader (Councillor Pattison)
is non committal to the previous £500k
allocated to Dewsbury.

“The communities have had enough and
currently there is a petition circulating to
bring this to a full debate at the cabinet
meeting the public cannot longer be
fooled as the 2026 council elections are
not too far away and the local residents are
not likely to forget the stance on a number
of issue that the residents of Dewsbury
have come off the worst, it appears we are
the poor relations of Kirklees.

“The portfolio for the cemeteries sits
with the leader herself but she was not
able to attend a meeting on the r2th of
September but conveyed the message
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through the officers she will come to the
nextone in February 2025 whereby we can
ask some question’s.

“This just shows us as to how serious
she take it another 6 months before a
question can be asked by the forum whilst
the multi faith land is being depleted one
can assume by their actions that they
have no intentions of locating land in
Dewsbury.”

Mr Javed said the Council had advised
DCAG Dewsbury cemetery action group
to find out if the community can donate
land or advise in relation to where
suitable land is located.

“They should know where their own land
is and what they can and can’t do. We feel
they are not putting themselves out to find
some land.

“It’s a none starter, they’ve thrown the
towel in when you start asking people to
see if they can locate any land or donate
land for burial that’s when you know it’s
over maybe the council should get a go
fund me page going or get their staff to
busk in the streets.



“If this is the answer to finding land in
Dewsbury where there is a will, there is a
way, but when you know that you start on
a negative and back foot you already know
their minds are made up. You don’t need
to be a rocket scientist.

“Because they can’tfindland in Dewsbury
— they are going to find land elsewhere.
The land in Dewsbury will run out in 12
months, whilst the new leader says the
£500k will be utilised in Huddersfield and
other area’s instead.

“Why is it being siphoned elsewhere?
This will have a disastrous knock on effect
for people in Heckmondwike, Batley and
Dewsbury. It is unfair to the residents in
those particular areas.

The death rate in Batley has increased
and there is already pressure there. Why
would you add Dewsbury to Batley?

“If we don’t resolve it — we will have 3
problems. First they said they had the
money, now it’s all about finding space for
North Kirklees. Huddersfield is 7 years
from running out of burial land.

“Heckmondwike is out of the vicinity, so

theyhave also suggested Cleckheatoneven
though they are not going to get a budget
till 2026. Then there is no guarantee that
the money will be provided?”

Mr Javed said a number of independent
councillors are on board with the cause
which wasn’t the case previously.

“The local independent councillors
have given us their support from the very
beginning and we look forward to working
with them and others in order to bring this
matter to a conclusion.

“One would hope all partiecs and
councillors will come onboard and provide
the support needed for the mult faith
communities.”

Mr Javed insists the new rules
surrounding burial makes the entire
situation even more grave. He said: “We
will need to bury people out of hours and
that land needs to be addressed as it is now
critical due to the new medical examiner
rules which will make things even more
difficult for a number of reasons.”

A petition has been circulated within the
local Masjids. 3,000 votes are required to

force a debate and put it to a vote in the
cabinet.

When contacted by Paigaam, a
spokesperson for Kirklees Council said:
“Kirklees Council works alongside
the multi-faith Bereavement Forum to
engage all communities in planning future
provision of this important service.

“In last year’s budget, the council
allocated £500,000 to help us increase
our burial capacity in North Kirklees. This
funding continues to be available.

“Identifying new space for burials is
a complex and sensitive task. Council
officers are assessing options for the
future to make sure new capacity meets
strict environmental standards and is
appropriate for communities in Kirklees.

“We are confident that we have burial
capacity to meet the needs of all Kirklees
communities while work continues to
identify extra space that will be needed in
the long term.

“We will engage with the Bereavement
Forum and the wider community as we
bring forward proposals.”

L
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IMWS Banqueting Suite:
Celebrate with glamour
ﬁand panache

Call 01924 500 555 or 07739142988 to find out more or E: munir.daji@imws.org.uk
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IMWS Banqueting Suite:
Create a unique space

with a contemporary feel

One of the area’s most popular
wedding venues has undergone a stylish
refurbishment.

The IMWS wedding hall was officially
unveiled to the public on the 26th of May
as the centre hosted a Mega Wedding Fair
— allowing people from the vicinity and as
far as London to take a look at the elegant
new banqueting suite.

IMWS Centre Manager, Nadeem Raja
outlined her vision for the space.

He said: “As guests walk into the venue,
they will be met with a new banqueting
suite. We set out to create something
unique as opposed to a stereotypical
caricature.

“It is possible to capture subtle
influences and recreate a resonant design
with a contemporary feel.

“We enlisted the designers to create
a space that celebrates the exuberance

of passion, a place of opulent beauty
tempered by an aura of contemplation and
reflection that personifies what a wedding
should be about.

“The strong use of rich and multi-layered
geometric patterns exemplify this look.
The room exudes the hallmarks of calm
elegance and a visual historic journey.

“The decorative potential of light and
shadow is vital - distiling the boldness of
vibrant colours in an expression of nuance,
hue and pigment variation, meaning
wedding guests will be comfortable and
relaxed.”

Mr Raja said, In a post-Covid world, the
centre has seen a demand for weddings,
conferences and  corporate  events
increase.

The spaces offer flexibility for intimate
meetings, or larger events that require
flexibility, exclusivity, and a change from
the norm.

“The wedding hall has been completely
transformed into a much more
contemporary and glamorous look and feel
- creating a beautiful backdrop, the whole r
arca has a cosy, warm feeling.”

The entire hall has been refurbished with
a beautiful light textured style which will
feels brighter and will have a more neutral
backdrop, allowing couples to bring their
own style to the room even more.

IC’s a neutral and muted palate that lends
itself well to all sorts of themes and styles.

“The beautiful new soft lights add a
touch of glamour in a way that’s perfectly
balanced against the natural feel and
neutral tones.

“We’re so excited by this investment and
redevelopment as it will give a cohesive
connection to the rest of our centre. IU’s a
very exciting time for IMWS.”
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'1 was dragged to court
over a satirical placard’

Maricha Husain, a teacher who was
cleared of a racially aggravated public
order offence after she carried a placard
depicting Rishi Sunak and Suclla
Braverman as coconuts has lambasted the
police for taking the case to court, despite
the advice of experts, who outlined why the
case should not have gone to court.

“Professor Kehinde Andrews wrote a
lengthy e-mail to the police, detailing
why the term coconut is not a racial slur
and they should drop it immediately,”
Mrs Hussain told Paigaam in an exckusive
interview.

“However, they did not take heed of his
advice along with that of many experts and
they kept on pursuing the case. Why were
the police working with Harry’s place, a
secretive Zionist twitter page and political
blog based in Washington?

“How was the CPS lobbied into taking
the case to trial despite being advise
otherwise by experts?”

Marieha insists the case has highlighted
how the police have demonised pro
Palestinian protestors with “two tier
policing” methods. She said: “I think the
case was about demonising pro Palestinian
protestors. They wanted to demonise the
movement and Intimidate people as they
don’t have control of the narrative. I was
dragged to court within ten months over
a satirical placard. However, a Reform
candidate called Sunak a f*****g paki.
Suella Braverman said Pakistani men are
guilty of being part child grooming gangs
own party, when her own said it’s untrue.
Danny Baker posted a picture of a monkey
when Prince Archie was born.

“Benjamin Zepaniyah’s poem, Coconut
is taught in schools. Romesh Raganathan
constantly uses the term coconut on TV.
They didn’t care about the placard. They
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were cherry picking every slightest thing
they could. The word Coconut is fine, as
long as they are making money from it.
The CPS dragged the case to court and
presented no evidence. They were unable
to secure an expert in racial matters to
back up their so called evidence and were
rebuffed by every expert they spoke to.”

Maricha is of the opinion that the Police
did not take any lessons from the entire
episode and that they were happy for her
and her family to fall prey to threats of
violence and intimidation. “She said:

“They had nothing. Nobody was in
danger, the only person who was in danger
of being harmed was me and my family,
along with others. After the Sarah Everard
case, it is evident the police have learnt
nothing.

“They were looking for me and found
me. They subjected me to a horrendous
interview where a silly detective, who
was being irate and hostile, mocked me,
belittled me and asked me silly questions.
The media were harassing me; they even
printed my dad’s picture. He is a doctor
and he got abusive and nasty e-mails. “

Marieha also lambasted the Police for
‘harrassing her at2:30 in the morning. She
said: “After we got back from the police
interview, we left kids with my mother in
law and went to bed exhausted. We have
got the entire episode it on ring camera.
My Lawyers have asked for an explanation,
but the police never responded. We
cannot get away from the recent analysis
which showcases that people don’t trust
mainstream news.

“This trust has declined further when it
comes to Palestine. They are losing control
and using desperate tactics. However,
the younger generation don’t care about
losing their jobs, name, image, promotion

orjob. They justdon’t care because they’ve
had enough.”

The mother of three described how her
trial has had animmense impact on her life.
She said that although she lost her job, had
to move home and was advised to remove
her son from school, she will still continue
to call out genocide enablers.

“I would say that although it seems like
I’velostmyjob,image, reputationand been
acquitted, actually 've been liberated. 1
can call out genocide enablers within the
government whenever, I like, wherever
there is an oppressed group of people, this
is a small price to pay. We must continue
to call out genocide enablers. I knew I
was being tried and I was not affected
mentally. 've been given the support Both
financially and mentally. There was no way
I could hide in the shadows, we must keep
protesting, lobbying for divestment and
boycotting.”

Maricha who has since filed a serious
complaint with the IOPC solicitors would
like to move on from the entire episode.
Articulate and intelligent, she is asked if a
career in Journalism beckons. Such is her
passion for social justice: “It would take a
very brave organisation to work with me.
Journalism could be an option, but for
now, I am looking at spending time with
my family.”
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Share your views with us: paigaam@imws.org.uk
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Israel’s war
on children is
barbaric

Hafez Sha’ban al-Dalou, a 19-year-old
student from Gaza began studying at the
Al-Azhar University two months before
it was destroyed by a US-made bomb
dropped by the Isracli army.

Sha’ban, the eldest of five siblings
posted videos to social media, describing
how his family — which he took care of -
was displaced five times , whilst asking for
financial support so he and his family could
all flee to Egypt.

On 6 October, another US-supplied
bomb blew up a Masjid, killing 20 people
and burying Sha’ban beneath the rubble.
However, he survived ater being dug out
and was taken to the al-Agsa hospital for
his injuries. There he built a tent for his
family.

However, the Isracli army dropped
another US-made bomb on a number of
tents, including Sha’ban’s. Onlookers
held back his 16-year-old brother as he
watched Sha’ban, still attached to an 1V,
and his mother, aged 38, being burnt alive.

Hours later, 500 Jews and friends shut
down the New York Stock Exchange, the
epicenter of global capital, demanding the
US stop arming Israel and stop profiting
from genocide.

In horror and agony over the US-funded
slaughter of Palestinians, and this most
recent news of Sha’ban’s murder, they
shouted ”stop arming Israel, let Gaza

live,” as police arrested over 200 people,
dragging elders and descendants of
Holocaust survivors out by their arms and
legs.

Day after day over the past year we have
witnessed the Israeli military commit
heinous crimes, bombing hospitals and
Masjids, slaughtering more children
than any other war in recent years. The
commissioner for the UN Relief and
Works Agency (Unrwa) has called it "a
war on children”.

Although the world is crying out for the
horrors to stop, Joe Biden and the US
Congress continue to send weapons and
money, totaling in excess of $18bn since
last October. Everyone has the same
question: why is the US —and a Democratic
administration at that, which is trying to
win an election — still arming Israel when
it’s carrying out what the international
court of justice (ICJ) has deemed plausible
genocide, while violating the US’s own
laws?

The Biden administration wants you to
believe that the reason they are funding
the Israeli military is out of a commitment
to Jewish safety. This is the moral cover
they use, a cloak for their collaboration in
heinous war crimes.

Over the past year of Isracl’s relentless
bombing that has killed at least 46,000
Palestinians, including at least 16,500
children, with the true death toll probably

much higher, the stock prices of leading
US weapons manufacturers have been
soaring.

Their bottom line is boosted by the fact
that the only condition placed by the US
government on its $18bn slush fund for the
Israeli military, is not on how those bombs
may be used, but instead on how they must
be bought.

Meanwhile, at least 50 members of
Congress or their spouses are owners of
their stock. While they should be voting
based on the will of their constituents,
they have profits to gain from voting to
send billions of dollars in military funding
to Isracl while it carries out a genocide.

Hafez Sha’ban would have turned 20 last
month. In one of the most urgent tasks of
our lifetimes — stopping our governments
from continuing to arm Israel — we all have
a role to play. May the Almighty mace
mercy on Hafez Sha’ban and all the victims
of the war.

1
Sha’ban, sull
attached to an
IV Drip, and his
mother, aged 38,
were burnt alive.
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46,000 Businesses Have Closed in
Israel since the war began

Experts have warned that a two-pronged
downgrade of Israel credit rating may not
be the last, as the war in Gaza and Lebanon
reflects uncertainty over Israel’s economic
status, which is said to be prone to yet
more harm.

From April to June alone, Israel’s
economy was been subjected to its biggest
ever slowdown. It was anticipated, Isracli
GDP would grow 3% in 2024. However,
The Bank of Israel has amended this to
1.5% — assuming the war ends this year.

This led to a surprise move by the
Moody’s credit agency to lower Israel’s
credit rating to ”Baat” from ”"A2”,
showcasing why trust in an economy
once thought of as an entrepreneurial
juggernaut has been compromised on
an international level. Fitch has also
downgraded Israel’s rating from A-plus
to, following a similar downgrade by S&P.
Bearing this in mind, the cost of borrowing
could rise significantly.

“The conflict in Gaza could last well into
2025,” Fitch cautioned in its rating note,
showcasing the possibility of “significant
additional military spending, destruction
of infrastructure and sustained damage to
economic activity and investment.”

The vicious nature of the war coupled
with the threat of further escalation with
Iran has decimated the tourism industry.
Isracli business information company

| B GAS SERVICES

©® FIRES ® BOILERS ® WATER HEATERS ® POWER FLUSHING
© LANDLORD CERTIFICATES AND CONTRACT

WORK NEGOTIABLE ® GAS SAFETY CHECKS
©® INSTALLATIONS AND PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Contact ISHAQ on:

07890403647 or 01924 509781
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Coface BDI reports that some 46,000
businesses have closed since the start of
the war — 75% of them small businesses.

Israeli tour guide Daniel Jacob returned
to run his business of twenty years in
April after serving six months as a reserve
soldier.

However, he came back to a beleaguered
business and is surviving on savings. He
said: “We need to finish the war before
this year’s end. If it’s another half a year, |
don’t know how long we’re going to make
it. The hardest thing is that we don’t know
when the war will end.”

Economist Yacov Sheinin, who has
advising Isracli Prime Ministers and
government departments  believes  the
total cost of the war could amount to
$120 billion, or 20% of the country’s
gross domestic output whilst the Finance
Ministry said Israel’s deficit over the last 12
months has risen to over 8% of GDP, far
exceeding the 6.6% deficit-to-GDP ratio
the ministry projected for 2024. In 2023,
Isracl ’s budget deficit was roughly 4% of
its GDP.

The downgrades and deficits has ramped
up pressure on the Israeli government to
end the war and reduce the deficit — thus
ensuring unpopular decisions such as
raising taxes or cutting spending would
need to be made. However, Benjamin
Netanyahu is intent on keeping his

T:
E: Paigaam@imws.org.uk
Published by IMWS

coalidon afloat, and his extreme finance
minister, Bezalel Smotrich, insisting the
war will continue until Hamas is defeated.
Smotrich insists Israel’s economy “is
strong” and vowed to pass a “responsible
budget that will continue to support all
the needs of the war, while maintaining
fiscal frameworks and promoting growth
engines.”

Karnit Flug, Israel’s former central bank
chief believes the current state of affairs is
untenable. He advised the government to
cut back on spending.

He said: “The economy right now is
under huge uncertainty, and it’s related
to the security situation — how long the
war will go on, what the intensity will be
and the question of whether there will be
further escalation,” he said

“The public will have hard time accepting
itif the government does not show that the
severity of the situation forces them to
give up some of the things that are dear to
them,” Flug added.

The Bank of Isracl has estimated that
the cost of the war would total 250 billion
shekels ($66 billion) through to the end of
next year, including military outlays and
civilian expenses, such as on housing for
thousands of Israclis forced to flee their
homes in the north and south. That is
equivalent to roughly 12% of Israel’s GDP.

Got a story?
Contact us on:
01924 500 555

Paigaam Publications

AL Hikmah Centre,
28 Track Road Batley,
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Why has Batley been neglected?

Following  the  staggering  £40m
overspend by the Council last year,
Kirklees Council has initiated the process
of making massive cuts that invariably
affect residents across a plethora of aspects
oflife.

The council has already shut down Batley
baths whilst there are plans to move the
Batley library from its historical building
to a number of underwhelming rooms in
Batley Town Hall.

Local residents are furious about this —
hence the Friends of Batley Library has
been actively campaigning against this
move.

Dewsbury Sports Centre has been closed
for some time. Although the Council is
planning to close the Centre permanently,
a strong group is campaigning to keep
the Sports Hall open.

The Council is also planning to transfer
two residential homes for people with
dementia to private ownership. This is
also being contested by hard working
campaigners.

Kirklees has also decided to impose
charges for car parks in Badey and
Dewsbury. Residents and businesses
are very unhappy about this. Therefore,
car parks including Batley’s Field Lane,
Henrietta Street, Market Place, New
Way, Station Road, and Wards Hill will be
subject to the new charges.

Batley has undergone a regeneration
thanks to Asian businesses who have
brought a great deal of prestige to the
town.The Council tip in Birstall is also due
for closure. Therefore, residents will have
to go all the way to Dewsbury. This will not
help with recycling and preventing more

fly tipping.

On top of this there has been a reduction
in services with residents in Batley
complaining that Batley has been neglected
to the extent that grass, bushes and general
maintenance and cleanliness of streets has

become a big problem for residents.

As an Independent Councillor for Batley
Fast, [ am appalled at the sheer neglect and
deprivation in Batley.

Residents have been contacting me with
issues such as grass and overgrown bushes
not being maintained and streets not being
swept in months. Residents are absolutely
fed up by the lack of services. This has led
to residents living in the Frederick Walker
Gardens/Taylor Steer areas to launch a
petition.

I am very concerned when I walk round
my patch and see all the neglect and
deprivation. I don’tsee any real plans from
the Council to bring about improvements
in the area.

Only some decades ago, Batley Town
Centre boasted a Police Station, Library,
fully operational Town Hall, Post Office,
bustling outdoor market, Memorial
gardens, a college for further education
and so much more.

One would have expected the town to
have improved significantly, especially
with the increased footfall, due to the
number of gastronomic delights that Batley
now boasts. Perhaps highlighting and
improving transport services to and from
Batley would have a tremendous impact
on the lives of people living, working or
visiting the town.

Looking beyond the inner circle,
we  needed  revolutionary/visionary
improvements including housing stock and
quality; parking issues and playgrounds;
and even basic signage pointing to
landmarks.

The almost complete lack of capital
investment in the area is depressing and
embarrassing (City Challenge exception).

The disparity between the support
provided to Badey and other hubs both
in and outside ok Kirklees is remarkable
and continued. The Dewsbury Town

Centre and the £250M regeneration of
Huddersfield Market highlights the fact
that Batley has not been taken seriously.

Batley has immense potential and the
Council needs to take heed of this. On
a positive note, I recently facilitated a
consultation with parents and residents
on site at Beaumont St Play area with the
Council officer. I am very pleased to say
around 30 people turned up and gave the
officer very good feedback to feed into the
consultation currently being carried out by
the Council.

The Council proposal for this park is to
do a quick refurbishment. However, the
parents very strongly pointed out that the
park is not fit for purpose and needs an
extensive improvement and better play
equipment for children.

The parents also pointed out the anti
social behaviour in this play area which
prevents children from using this park.

I will be working with the officers and
parents and residents to progress the
improvements.

I am very grateful to all the parents and
residents who attended this consultation
and would also like to thank the officer for
positively listening to the views expressed.

CllIr Aziz Daji

Independent, Batley East

E: Aziz.Daji@kirklees.gov.uk
T: 07735626256
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West Yorkshire Violence Reduction
Partnership Faith & Belief Toolkit

The  West  Yorkshire  Violence
Reduction Partnership is dedicated to
reducing serious violence by bringing
together key partners, including police,
local government, education, health
and Voluntary, Community and Social
Enterprise organisations, across West
Yorkshire.

Taking a public health approach means
we seek to understand the common risk
factors driving violence and the protective
factors preventing violence.

Through our work we actively engage
with communities across West Yorkshire
to respond to their needs and concerns.

Inspired by the faith trail in Bradford
City Centre, in February over 1oo
representatives from faith communities
joined our multi-faith event, collaborating
to develop a co-ordinated response to
serious violence. Faith communities can
and do play akey role in preventing serious
violence as they are uniquely placed to
reach and connect with individuals across
our region.

Following the success of this event, we
want to move forward and work with faith
and beliel communities to create a Faith
& Belief Toolkit for reducing serious
violence.

This toolkit will be built upon a

*FREE DELIVERY ANY AREA - SUBJECT TO MINIMUM ORDER

Telephone: 01274 305401

email: maypac@ntiworid.com
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Mobile: 07976 207374

sustainable, multi-agency, community-
led group of faith and belief members
to harness and maximise the powerful
position faith communities occupy to
prevent and reduce violence.

We have convened a working group of
influential and dedicated individuals from a
range of faith and belief backgrounds who
are leading consultations with different
groups to understand what communities
want from this toolkit.

The toolkit will examine a number of
different topics relating to faith and belief
including education, youth spaces, and
tackling exploitation.

Faith communities across the region
are already doing amazing work which all
contributes to the goal of reducing serious
violence, even if this is not their explicit
intention.

Running a foodbank, hosting a youth
club, or providing a warm space all
contributes to making people feel safe
and included in their community, offering
them somewhere to belong.

The toolkit will bring together examples
from across West Yorkshire to showcase
best practice.

We know that individuals working
within their communities are best placed

to educate us on the issues faced as well
as share the initiatives and best practice
already taking place so we can actively
celebrate this work.

If you are interested in being involved or
hearing more about this work, please get
in touch with:

Lydia.isherwood@westyorks-ca.gov.uk
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Terminally ill Adults (End of Life)

In recent days the media has been
providing coverage of the Terminally Il
Adults (End of Life Bill) proposed by the
former MP for Batley and Spen Ms Kim
Leadbeater.

The main idea behind introducing this
bill is to allow terminally ill individuals to
end their lives who are sound of mind.

This is all and well but one must ask the
question thatsince why is parliament solely
being asked to debate a highly important
yet contentious matter?

One must also ask why have faith
representatives and medical professionals
been excluded from this debate?

Why has no wider nationwide
consultation been put in place by the
current and indeed by the previous
government to discuss such an important
matter that will affect many people
around the country in the coming years.

The proposed bill is highly contentious,
and one might add dangerous in that it

potentially puts vulnerable people under
huge pressure to end their lives.

We also have to understand that most
people whether they are sound of mind
or not struggle to comprehend basic
information such as terms and conditions
in a contract and this raises the question
that as people struggle with the above
then are they really capable making such
a massive decision on ending their own
lives?.

One must concur with the arguments
made by the Archbishop of Canterbury
Rev Justin Welby that the bill indeed
in its current form sets up a dangerous
precedent for all of us that we may all live
to regret going forward.

We should remember that many of
the laws that have stood the test of time
have been inspired by divinely ordained
religious  texts have outlined key
principles surrounding the sanctity of
life and provided comprehensive answers
to questions such as how to deal with a
patient who is nearing the end of life.

The danger with this bill which could
become law in the next year is that the law
around assisted dying may mean people
fall through the net going forward.

Some groups may make more demands
that the law should be amended going
forward to allow anyone to end their lives
irrespective of whether they are terminally
ill or not.

It should be said that this bill creates a
slippery slope, and we could end up having
laws with unintended consequences
something which led to the creation of
Frankenstein’s monster one might add.

There is also the old saying that the road
to hell was paved with good intentions.
Ms Leadbeater may have perfectly good
intentions, but can she predict the future
in terms of where her proposal may end
up potentially harming more people than
assisting them in the grand scheme of
things.

Name and address supplied.

Journalists are speaking out against
media bias on Palestine

More than 50 journalists have sent an
open letter calling on Israel and Egypt to
provide ”“free and unfettered access to
Gaza for all foreign media”.

The letter is signed by correspondents
and presenters for broadcasters with
UK bases, including the BBC’s Jeremy
Bowen, Lyse Doucet and Mishal Husain.
It says the need for comprehensive on-the-
ground reporting is “imperative”.

Palestinian journalists and mediaworkers
have reported from inside Gaza since the

start of the war between Israel and Hamas
in October, but dozens have been killed,
injured or gone missing.

In the letter, the 55 journalists write
that “foreign reporters are still being
denied access to the territory, outside of
the rare and escorted trips with the Israeli
military”. Only one foreign journalist has
been granted entry into Gaza through
Egyptonan escorted visit. CNN’s Clarissa
Ward - who is among the signatories of the
letter - was able to spend only a few hours
on the ground in the southern border

city of Rafah with an Emirati medical
team in December. The letter calls on
Israel’s government to ”openly state its
permission for international journalists to
operate in Gaza”.

It also asks Egyptian authorities to allow
foreign press access to the Rafah crossing
between Egypt and Gaza. If they have
nothing to hide, why are Journalists not
allowed in?

Name and address supplied.
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Igbal Mohamed MP Column

Welcome to my monthly column. I'd
like to extend my thanks to Paigaam for
giving me this platform to reach out to you
directly.

I hope to use it to describe my life as
an MP and to keep you up to date with
the work I am doing for constituents and
communities.

It goes without saying I am honoured
to represent you as your Independent
Member of Parliament for Dewsbury and
Batley.

This is all the more remarkable as I am
the first independent MP in Yorkshire in
107 years and only the second MP born in
the constituency itself.

This historic win is a testament to the
people’sdesire toreclaim their democracy.
This victory belongs not just to me, but to
every resident who believed in the power
of an independent voice.

Since my election, it has been awhirlwind
and it seems only moments ago that I was
delivering my victory speech.

I have just this week delivered my Maiden
Speech in Parliament and [ would urge you
to find it on my social media channels (@
igbalmohamedmp). I have now settled
into my new life with a Westminster office
and the constituency office all set up and
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welcomed many residents who have asked
for support.

I’m here to serve all residents, is not just
a statement, but a promise to listen and act
on your behalf.

I am also now part of the Independent
Alliance, a grouping of five independent
MPs who all share a vision for social
and global justice, offer empathy and
compassion in politics and offer a
united voice in speaking up for the most
vulnerable across the UK.

By working together, we combine
our individual talents and speak with a
stronger voice. You will have heard of
Jeremy Corbyn MP who is a member of
the group together with Adnan Hussain
MP  (Blackburn), Ayoub Khan MP
(Birmingham Perry Bar) and Shockat
Adam MP (Leicester South).

Locally I have been engaging with the
local council, Dewsbury Town Board
and other organisations to look into the
many issues constituents have highlighted
as individuals and as concerns for the
community.

Surgeries
I aim to be an MP that is visible and

approachable. To this end I am holding
regular surgeries across various locations

in Dewsbury and Batley, allowing more
people the chance to speak with me
directly. Details of all upcoming surgeries
are announced through my social media
channels (@igbalmohamedmp).

Finally, I have organised a public
conversation that is to take place on the
arst of November at PKWA where you
can find out what I"ve been up to, provide
feedback and ask questions.

Further details once confirmed will
also be delivered through posters, my
social channels and community networks
and I would love to see you there. In
the meantime, if there is anything I can
help with, you can reach my office at the
following address:

Annexe 3, Units 47 + 51
Batley Business Park
Technology Drive
Batley

WF17 6ER

Tel: 01924 668118

WhatsApp: 07899617148
Email: igbal. mohamed.mp@
parliament. uk

Office of Igbal Mohamed Member
of Parliament



uity JQBAL MMOHAMED

§ 1 MP for Dewsbury & Batley

WHAT HAS ~ [ &
YOUR MIP |
BEEN UP TO?

JOIN OUR
PUBLIC MEETING

Your opportunity to hold your MP accountable

- Key updates on local & parliamentary work
- Strengththening the Community

- Open Q&A session - Listening to your feedback

THURSDAY
215" NOVEMBER PKWA Centre,

off Manor Way,
Batley WF17 7BX

R 01924668118 | (L) 07899617148 | & igbal.mohamed.mp@parliament.uk

MP’s Office: Unit 47 & 50, Annexe 3, Batley Business Park, Technology Drive, Batley, WF17 6ER
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Hearing Loss?

Crystal Ears

« Ear wax removal - via micro
suction

* Hearing assessments

registered

« Hearing aids®’- We offer the
latest hearing aids from
Starkey, Phonak and Oticon

NAIDDAD

SOLICITORS

Telephone: 01924 505 071
4 Bond Street, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire WF13 1AG

>

E

Divorce - Separation - Financial Settlements - Children Law Matters - Domestic Violence -
Cohabitation - Pre-Nuptial Agreements & General Family Law Matters

Legal Aid may be available (subject to availability)

Please contact us for assistance with Powers of Attorneys, Wills, Change of Name Deeds, Commissioner
for Oaths and Immigration matters (spouse visa / sponsorship / leave to remain and citizenship
applications).

‘We may also be able to provide assistance with other legal problems

Inayat Nadat, our principal Solicitor is a Resolution Accredited Specialist and The Law Society

Accredited Family Law Advanced panel member in the areas of Children (Private Law) and
Domestic

e )

12 e i

§ { P ramy resolution “ONLY. ... . ccatist
@;;"; Law Advanced first for fami |‘:,-’ law the acoredired family law specialist
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ﬂ SPECIAL OFFER FOR OCTOBER/
November 2024.

SAJA MAKKAH, EX LA MERIDIAN 4* , KUDAI,
4.4 KM ,SHUTTLE BUS.

| FROM SR 200.00 DOUBLE ROOM FORTWO , full
board Sr 85 per day per person.

MAKKAH AND MADINAH WITH 3 BEDS SR 200, 4 BEDS SR 200 PER night. Two
meals, SR 48 per person. EXECUTIVE SUITE - SR

BREAKFAST, LUNCH OR DINNER. 290 per night. International breakast SR 35.00

per person.

SWISS MAQAM, PULLMAN ZAMZAM,
MOVENPICK, ROTANA, MAKKAH TOWER,
HILTON,LA MERIDIAN ECT BEST POSSIBLE RATE  Get A QUOTE & Register your travel plans for
. FULL BOARD - INDIAN BUFFET. PACKAGES IN Ramadan with us now. Packages will be
RAMADAN ALL YEAR ROUND. i

IMWS Muslim Burial Services

Qasim

The IMWS Muslim Burial Service is COIltilllling Fl re p | ace Ce ntre

asnormal. Qur services are open to everyone.
During office hours burial van keys can be collected from the B eauti fully C ra ft e d

Fireplace Manufacturers

main office. Out of hours can be collected
from Ebrahim Chopdat.

Kirklees Council Burial fee (including chamber) is
£3,315. Donations towards the running costs of the funeral
vanwould be mostappreciated.

Burial Contact Numbers

Ebrahim Chopdat
07980381197
Yusuf Patel (Paliya)
07590019315

Brand New Media Wall & Showroom Showcasing
Beautiful fireplaces over 3 floors.

Munir Daji
07739142988

Wide range of marble fireplaces and Gas fires to suit all
budgets and requirements along with free home surveys
on request.
23/25 Branch Road, Batley, West Yorkshire, WF17 5RY
Tel: 01924 422096 | Email: info@gasiminternational.co.uk
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“ What’s on at the Al-hikmah Centre

Afternoon/Evening

Autumn
2024

Morning

Mon

Groovy Grannies

Chair based exercises -open to all females.
10.30am-11.30am

Ring to check dates 07747145358

£2 per session

Ladies Quran Tajweed
Class (free)

1pm-3pm

Provided by IMWS FREE

Ladies Relaxation with Exercise
Stretch and tone exercise class with
relaxation

5.45pm-6.45pm

£2 per session

Tues

Harmony Ladies’ Social Group (Free)
Tea and wellbeing activities

runs every 2 weeks— open to all females
9.30am-11.30am

24/9/24, 8/10/24, 22/10/24

ESOL Entry Level 3
Speaking and Listening
(Free)

10am-12pm Full

Free Ladies Aerobics (Free)
5pm-6pm

Provided by IMWS

Starts 17/9/24

Free Men’s Circuit
Training (free)
7pm-8pm

Provided by IMWS

Wed

ESOL Entry 1 Speaking and Listening
(Free)
9.30am-12.30pm Full

Thurs

ESOL Entry Level 2 Speaking and
Listening (Free)
10am-12pm Full

ESOL E3 Writing (Free)
9.30am-12.30pm Full

Sahara Social Group (free)
First Thursday of every month
open to all females

1lam-1pm

Contact Zohfina 07823668714

Ladies Lunchtime Exercise Class
12pm-1pm

Term time only

Ready Steady Active 07974647062
£2/session

IMWS Community Champions: Awareness or signposting available for Diabetes, Cervical Cancer, Breast/Bowel cancer, Asthma, Falls, Vaccines etc

Limelight— empowering women project: Support in finding courses, volunteering and governance and trustee roles.

Teaching Assistant/Hair styling courses at the Al Hikmah Centre (external) - 07735874071

Ladies Sewing class at the Al Hikmah Centre (external) - Wed 9am-11am 07894708917.

Girl Guides at the Al Hikmah (external) every Sunday 10:30am- 12:00pm — visit www.girlguiding.org.uk to register interest.
NHS Blood donation at the Al Hikmah Centre (external) — Register to donate blood at the Centre visit www.blood.co.uk

Macmillan Coffee Morning — open to all Tuesday 24" September 10am-12.30pm Al Hikmah Centre

01924 456 786.

$

\ Are

sales@a

€

k|
«

1cdp.com

www.a1cdp.com

Providence Works, Henry Street, Batley
West Yorkshire WF17 6JJ
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Winners

1+t Prize sponsored
by Pizza G0OGO
Pick up ONLY
1) Raheem Dadhiwala
Batley

2) Ismaeel Bhana
Batley

2nd Prize sponsored
by Chickanos
Pick up ONLY

Hussain
Batley
3rd Prize sponsored
by Islamic Bakery
Pick up ONLY

Please collect your prizes from the
Al-Hikmah Centre.

Terwms and conditions apply

Name and town of winning entries will be published!
Age limit 13.

Please screen shot this page & highlight the
answers. Please send a screen shot via email to
info@imws.org.uk with your

name, address, postcode, age and telephone
number before 20th November 2024 .

Kiddies Competition, Al-Hikmah Centre,
28 Track Road, Batley, West Yorkshire,
WEF17 7AA
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A No be‘neﬁt requiredifordwall
» or insulation

R) Free Eco Grants

Do you have receipt of any benefit?

CLAIM YOUR .
FREE GRANT —

FREE ASSESMENT! ; -

O 1F
v Boilers 13:00 s
v Central Heating o

v Thermostats

v Underfloor Insulation

v Room in Roof Insulation

v Electric Room Heaters

CALL 077 8931 5543 AND LOOK
FOR RAHIM
FREEENERGYEC024@YAH00.COM

Got a story?
Contact us on:

r-g“'oo -5: 00 T: 01924 500 555

E: Paigaam@imws.org.uk

Published by IMWS
Paigaam Publications

¥ N5 [1])) JRRODUCTS;

Taking Care of All Your Weddings)Rartiesland]Engagement
Requirements]With]

FRESHILY{M/ADE]

Call: 07968222886
01924 500 555

A1 Food Products, Providence Works, Henry Street, Batley Carr. (,5 ", 5",,"' o)
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IDLAMIC

p 3.6 BILLION <«

CLOTHES LEFT UNWORN IN THE UK

DONATE

YOUR OLD CLOTHES
AND GIVE THEM NEW LIVES

islamic-relief.org.uk/clothes f Y & B IRClothes
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PALESTINE MERCY TO
*IKk K

THOUSANDS KILLED
THOUSANDS INJURED
MILLIONS DISPLACED

DONATE NOW

WWW.MERCYTOHUMANITY.ORG.UK

CHARITY NUMBER: 1195998 f @MERCYTOHUMANITY
WWW.MERCYTOHUMANITY.ORG.UK o @MERCY2HUMANITY
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